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Holy Liturgy
on the Occasion
of the Assumption  of the Presidency
of the Council of the European Union
by the Republic of Cyprus
July 1st 2012

ADDRESSES AND MESSAGES
ADDRESS BY BISHOP GEORGIOS OF PAPHOS,
ON BEHALF OF HIS BEATITUDE THE ARCHBISHOP OF CYPRUS CHRYSOSTOMOS II,
DURING THE HOLY LITURGY HELD ON THE OCCASION OF THE ASSUMPTION

OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

BY THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS
                                              St. John’s Cathedral, Nicosia, July 1st, 2012.

Your Excellencies the Representatives of the Member States of the European Union,

Your Excellencies the Representatives of the Institutions and Agencies of the E.U.,

Dear Brethren, representatives of the other Christian denominations in our country,

Honourable Representatives of the Republic of Cyprus,

God’s chosen people,

We are especially pleased – and we thank God from the depth of our soul for making us worthy – to bless in His name the start of the Presidency of the Council of the European Union by our country.

Cyprus was the first country of Europe to receive the message of Christianity as early as 45AD and it thus became the Gateway to Christianity in Europe. Giving meaning to the lives of its citizens, it based its civilisation on the great universal values that prevail in all the countries of Europe.

It is generally accepted these days that union in Europe cannot be based solely on economic criteria, geopolitical motives and commercial transactions. It needs spiritual roots; the criteria should be cultural.

Since Christianity is one of the pillars of European culture, we religious leaders, like all believers, feel that we have a duty to recognise and reinforce our spiritual origins. If we neglect them, we shall not only be erasing our past but undermining our future.

On this auspicious day marking the beginning of the Cypriot Presidency, we bring to mind the many great efforts undertaken in the past to build the supranational entity that is Europe. We understand that it was not easy for countries that had on many occasions faced each other in battle to set aside their differences. And we appreciate the fact that they proceeded towards a common goal voluntarily and without one state holding sway over the others, in a clear show of unity. They succeeded in understanding that their enemy during successive conflicts was not the other nation but another foreign ideology.

To be frank, however, we as religious and not political leaders, away from any insinuation of interfering in politics, must admit that today, the E.U. appears to be moving away from the roots and ideals that inspired its formation. And it would seem that the conscience of European citizens cannot rest amid certain trends and behaviours, or at least in the face of indifference to taking a stand on basic issues by the European Union. 

I do not refer here only to the unwillingness to deal with the dispute over Christian symbols in schools. Nor to the attempts being made to make society less religious overall. I refer for the most part to Europe’s inability to speak out on issues concerning the violation of fundamental principles and human rights. Let me refer to our country:

You will see, dear guests, that although Cyprus is a member of the E.U., an equal member state, we Cypriots, who are at the same time European citizens, do not have the right of free movement in our country. Nor can we settle in a particular area and own property there. On the contrary. We were violently expelled by force of arms from our towns and villages, our properties and our churches. And we continue to be kept away from them. Following the ethnic cleansing imposed by Turkey in 37% of the country, our land has been settled by foreigners brought in illegally from Anatolia. Our churches – more than 500 all together – have been looted; most of them, if they have not been demolished or converted into mosques or given over to other unacceptable uses, have been left at the mercy of the elements and destroyed. We have asked, with no political prerequisites or ulterior motives, that they be allowed to undergo repairs but so far all our requests have been refused. Our cultural heritage, which belongs to Europe as a whole, is being ruined. We expected – and we still expect from Europe – a clear stance on basic issues relating to human rights and the dispensation of justice. 

It is our view, therefore, that we are moving away from the ideals of Europe. It was to prevent situations such as the one in which our country finds itself today that the people of Europe put aside their differences and went ahead with their union. We hope that this inertia on the part of Europe will be temporary and that it will soon revert to the principles for which it was created. 

For our part, as the Church of Cyprus, we shall make every effort to ensure that the Cypriot Presidency is productive and effective. The Church has always seen all people as images of God, equal among themselves. It considers even its enemy as a neighbour. It is not bigoted towards anyone, nor does it have nationalist or any other divisive characteristics. 
Together with the blessings of His Beatitude Chrysostomos II, Archbishop of Cyprus, who is out of the country at this moment, we too wish every blessing on the six months that are starting today. 


June 25, 2012

Løbenr. 68182/12

His Beatitude the Archbishop of all Cyprus,

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

We greet you from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark on this occasion when we as churches symbolically hand over the chairmanship of the European Union. In January, the Church of Cyprus took part in praying for the Danish chairmanship in the cathedral of Our Lady in Copenhagen. Today, our prayers are directed towards the Cypriot chairmanship, as we regret not to be present among you for the marking of this event.

Cyprus is taking over the chairmanship in a very difficult time for the EU. The future of the European Union is unpredictable these days when financial crisis, massive unemployment and growing despair are threats to the cohesion between people and states in Europe.

The word despair derives from the word sperare, to hope. In despair, hope seems lost. As brothers and sisters in Christ, our mission is not to solve the financial crisis. The politicians are entrusted with this task. Our mission is to bring the message and the promise of hope and love to the people. To remind ourselves, that all hope is not lost. We are to bring this message into the world as we see it before us at this moment. The promise is for the politician as well as the citizen. For those with power and for those whose lives are in the hands of others.

In the Lutheran Church in Denmark today, the command sounds to the politicians and citizens from Deuteronomy 24, 17-18:

You shall not deprive a resident alien or an orphan of justice; you shall not take a widow’s garment in pledge. Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this.

And the promise of hope sounds to politicians and citizens from Romans 14, 7-9:

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

These texts send warnings against egoism, nationalism and greed. They encourage us not to judge others but to take responsibility for our own actions and to show compassion for others. Moreover, they give us the promise that we belong to the Lord.

Let this be our hope when entering into the next period of European chairmanship. Let us pray for the people in Europe and the world, for our politicians and those with power in our societies. Let us pray for the churches in Europe and for the challenges they face. May the Christian communion be ever deeper and broader, and at the same time be a model for peaceful co-existence.

Yours in Christ

Bishop of Copenhagen

ADDRESS 

FROM THE IRISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Sunday 1st July 2012,

Nicosia, Cyprus
Your Eminence, Your Excellencies, Distinguished guests

We bring you greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and our congratulations as you celebrate the Republic of Cyprus acceding to the Presidency of the European Council. We acknowledge the significance of this event and reiterate our apologies for being unable to send a representative in person to participate on this occasion. Whilst we are absent in body, be assured of our fellowship as you gather together in worship, commemoration, dialogue and celebration.

Ireland, like Cyprus, is a divided island. The 15 member churches of the Irish Council of Churches represent the broad spectrum of Catholic, Reformed, Orthodox and Independent churches in Ireland. They have always served the whole island of Ireland and understand well the difficulties that brings.  There is a fundamental need for restoration and mutual respect based on the grace of our Lord and the affirmation of the dignity of all human beings. We are all too aware that this can come at a deep personal and emotional cost. Different traditions all seek peace, reconciliation and restoration yet each have their own characteristic interpretations of these concepts borne out of differing historical perspectives. Ireland continues on this journey with now daily signs of hope reminding us that, with God’s grace, the seemingly insurmountable can be made reality.  A most tangible example is how just this week we have witnessed one of the most prominent Irish nationalist republican leaders publicly shaking hands with HM Queen Elizabeth II the British Sovereign. A few short years ago such an act would have been unthinkable.

We are members of a changing Europe.  Its religious and cultural landscape spurred on by the free movement of persons and increased inward migration from all corners of the world presents new challenges to the communities we seek to serve. Fundamentally, as churches we must make every effort to create inclusive communities where all can belong and contribute. We must ensure that whatever one’s background, ethnicity, race, culture or tradition, our churches are always places where people can experience the full acceptance Christ brings. In our day-to-day lives and in our actions we must make efforts to act against racism, discrimination and injustice of every form, and work hard to build good relations with all those around us. In doing so, we continue to make small important steps in our shared journey towards the full visible unity of the Church.

We note also that Cyprus, like Ireland and other European nations may require help from European central funds for your banks. We know well the pain that austerity measures bring and the harsh realities that many of our people face. We believe Cyprus acceding to the Presidency of the European Council at this time offers strategic opportunities for all who are struggling economically. Both of our nations will have a unique role in shaping this new chapter in European relations and can begin to lay the groundwork for a new economy. As Christians we are presented with a wonderful opportunity to fulfil our calling to empower the vulnerable and marginalised in society. Churches and civil society have a crucial role to play in monitoring and evaluating government and private sector efforts to establish an agreed economy and to ensure it works for all people. Perhaps this challenge is best taken up by exploring how we measure economic benefits beyond the growth of Gross Domestic Product to include social and environmental indicators and seeking to base the driving force of our joint economy upon those beyond-GDP measures.

We look beyond our shores to the needs of the world’s most vulnerable, mindful that the Millennium Development Goals are due to expire in 2015. We must work hard to ensure that these may be succeeded by a set of sustainable development goals based on commitments made at the UN Rio+20 Conference in Brazil. No matter how poor we perceive ourselves to be, we should never forget to honour our responsibilities to the poorest people in the world by realising our commitments to international development. 

We look forward to receiving further communiqués from this day and await with interest the results of your discussions together. Once again, your Eminence, our prayers for your country and your church in this period of Presidency, through our love and fellowship in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Rev Fr. Godfrey O’Donnell





Mervyn McCullagh

President







Executive Officer
Greetings on the occasion of the Republic of Cyprus Assuming the EU Presidency

Your Beatitude, Eminences and Excellences, Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I bring you the greetings of the Conference of European Churches, a fellowship of some 120 orthodox, protestant, Anglican and old-catholic churches from all over Europe. I was especially asked to transmit to you the greetings and best wishes of 
· CEC’s President, H.E. Metropolitan Emmanuel of France
· its newly elected General Secretary Rev Dr Guy Liagre 

· and the Director of CEC’s Church and Society Commission, Rev. Rüdiger Noll, who unfortunately cannot be with us here today.

It is an important moment for a government of an EU Member State to assume the Presidency of the European Council. Yes, much of the EU agenda for the next six month has been determined long ago; and yes, many of the functions of an EU Presidency have now been moved to the more permanent structures in Brussels. But still, there is the possibility for an EU Presidency to set one or the other priority and to present one’s country, its cultural heritage, its peoples to a European audience. As Cyprus is assuming an EU Presidency for the first time, the people in Europe are looking forward to learn more about the priorities of the Republic of Cyprus, to learn more about the country, the joys and fears of its people. The European Union from its beginning was mainly a peace and reconciliation process, established after the devastating results of World War II. As an ecumenical fellowship of churches we also stand with the church and the people of this island in praying and working for peace and reconciliation for all people. 

It is by now a good and established tradition that the churches of the country holding the Presidency and the churches from all over Europe offer to accompany an EU Presidency in its important and not always easy task to be an honest broker between many different perspectives. It is equally a good and established tradition that this offer is an act of worship and prayer, because as churches we believe in the limited capacities of us as human beings. It is God’s grace, God’s love and God’s commandments which give us strength and vision, but which also call us to conversion and metanoia. 

The Republic of Cyprus is assuming the EU Presidency at a very crucial time in the history of the European Union. The financial and economic crisis is not over and it hits hard many people in Europe. The gap between the rich and the poor has grown. As the President of the European Commission himself, Mr Jose Manuel Barroso, has said, we are facing the biggest crisis of the European Union since its beginning. And it is not only a financial and economic crisis, it is also a social crisis and a lack of confidence in the leadership. The European integration process as a whole is at stake. As churches we want to be in dialogue with political leaders to discover anew how we can together implement values such as justice, solidarity, and sustainability.

May this moment of prayer and spiritual inspiration be a moment where we ask for God’s guidance in difficult times, God’s guidance for all those who are in leadership positions, but also for us, the church and the people, as we try to accompany our leaders in their difficult task. As Conference of European Churches we stand ready to dialogue with and to support our churches as well as the Cypriot EU Presidency. In this sense, may this moment of prayer also be the starting point for many fruitful encounters over the next six months. 

The Church and Society Commission would also like to thank the Church of Cyprus, in particular its Representation in Brussels and Bishop Porfyrios who is member of our Executive Committee for their excellent cooperation and common actions vi-a vis the EU Institutions in the area of human rights, especially of freedom of religion or belief. European Churches are aware of the violations of freedom of religion or belief and together support the efforts of the Church of Cyprus in its battle for freedom of worship, freedom of access and restoration of the holy sites 

Your painful experience is our pain too and therefore we are going to continue to work with common action on those issues in order to make freedom of religion or belief a living standard for everyone, no matter where and when and for which nation. 

We would like to wish to the Cyprus government and to the Cypriots a fruitful and progressive presidency for the good of Europe. 
Elizabeta Kitanovic, Executive Secretary
CEC’s Church and Society Commission 

PRAYER ON THE ASSUMPTION OF THE PRESIDENCY 

OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL BY THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS
L
ord God, who with infinite love did create the world and gave man dominion over it, who augmented its peoples and nations, each within its own borders, and adorned with much beauty our great island of Cyprus, which earned its name in the history of the world as the place where the holy Apostles Paul, Mark and Barnabas revealed the true faith of the Gospel to our forefathers; of You, who enriched our Church with a great number of Saints, who have always protected us as a Father through prosperous and difficult times, who saw us gain membership of the European Family, the Presidency of which our country now takes over, we ask and pray, O Lord of mercy and charity, that the Holy Spirit may protect and enlighten our leaders as they take up the responsibility of these new, supreme duties, to act for the benefit of all the people of the European Union. To your blessed and long-suffering Island, grant Your compassion and eternal peace; make us act in a way that is pleasing to You and lead a life in accordance with the Gospel; make us worthy on the day of judgement as children of the light. We ask You to grant the joy of freedom to our refugee brothers and to the enslaved part of the island so that it may soon be restored to its former state in which Your holy places, destroyed and desecrated by the disrespectful invader, may be used in celebration once more; and may we, in our jubilation, be united in spirit and love and worthy of a place in the Kingdom of Heaven, in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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